A SYNTHETIC VIEW OF VEDANTA        127

Consciousness is self-posited, eternal and absolute, and every
predication thereof is a determination and bare negation and
is sublated. Identity precedes difference and then denies it.
The copula in the Vedanta judgment " Thou art That" refers
to the absolute identity of the jzw and Is^ara by the
elimination of difference. With the dawn of this Advaitic con-
sciousness, individuality which is a mass of solidified amdya
and mdya now disappears like an iceberg in the morning sun
and expands into the infinity of light and love, released from
all dvandvas and duality. The more thoroughgoing Advaitin
rejects the religious or practical aspect of Advaita and deduces
his Pure Advaita by means of dialectic enquiry into the nature
of the self. The world process is now explained as the effec-
tuation of mdya and mayd'bound Is'vara or more consistently
still the actualisation of avidyd or subjective illusion. May a
is the cause of the cosmic fiction and is an all-enveloping
darkness. But since what has a beginning or end cannot be
real, mdya is really non-existent like the horn of a hare. The
extreme form of logical Advaita is exhibited in ekcylwvdda
and drsti-srsti vdda and drk-drsya viveka. The Knower
cannot become the known and it is the absolute ' I' without
the psychic shows. The subject alone is and it is beyond the
subject-object relation; it is the ' That' without the 'what \ In
this state or samddhi, consciousness returns to itself and is self-
identical without any reflection or limitation.

The Practical Advaita of S'ankara in its ethico-
religlous aspect is progressive self-realisation of the Siman
through karma and jndna. It disputes the validity of
securing moJcsa by mere self-analysis. It is by the spiritual
process of purification and meditation that the intuition of
Brahman dawns on the mind, followed by the disappear-
ance of avidyd. The bedhdbheda view is the development